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with characters that provide prompts and scaffolds to aid in comprehension. The 
digital books are also equipped with text-to-speech software. CAST also offers two 
mathematics-based apps to support students in mathematics reasoning: MathSquared 
and MathScaled (both available for download through iTunes). Aside from student-
centered UDL products, CAST offers products geared toward teachers to support the 
implementation of UDL in classrooms, such as the UDL Exchange and the UDL 
Curriculum Self-Check.

In addition to even greater attention to assistive technology as a predicted future 
trend, assistive technology tools and devices are likely to follow the trend of all 
technology: mobile, personalized, smaller, and faster (Bolkan, 2012). In other words, 
mobile devices—such as tablets like iPads and smartphones like iPhones—will be 
increasingly used as assistive technology (see Table 5.8 for examples of apps for dif-
ferent purposes of assistive technology). Hence, students may increasingly use iPads 
and, for example, text-to-speech, speech-to-text, and AAC apps to participate in 
curriculum and everyday life activities. With the likely increase of mobile devices 
and apps to provide assistive technology, as well as instructional technology, teachers 
and other education professionals will need to become savvy consumers. In other 
words, educators need to think critically about apps and to validate their educational 
use, including those used for assistive technology purposes.

Although a standard rubric or model does not exist for evaluating apps for mobile 
devices for all students, let alone students with disabilities, some options do exist. 

  TABLE 5.8  Example Apps by WATI Assistive Technology Purpose

Select Wisconsin Assistive Technology 
Initiative (WATI) Categories Examples of Apps

Communication •	 Proloquo2Go® (iOS)

•	 Visual Scene Display (iOS)

Computer access •	 Dvorak keyboard (iOS and Android)

•	 SwiftKey (iOS)

Activities of daily living •	 Photos (iOS)

•	 Moves (iOS) 

Motor aspects of writing •	 Dragon Dictation (iOS)

Composition of written material •	 NaturalReader (iOS) 

Reading •	 Bookshare’s Go Read (Android) or 
Read2Go (iOS)

Mathematics •	 MyScript Calculator

•	 Base 10 Blocks (iOS)

Organization •	 Notability

•	 Reminder (iOS)

•	 WatchMinder™ (iOS)

Vision •	 Color ID (iOS)

•	 Money Reader (iOS)

Hearing •	 FaceTime (iOS)

•	 Sign 4 Me (iOS)


